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Bonita Nature Place

Missi on k%tatement Psonita Nature Place

The Bonita Nature Place will provide a local place for learning experiences,
volunteerism, and outdoor family activities that strengthens the environmental
stewardship commitment within the community while fostering an awareness of
old Southwest Florida in its unique, natural setting.

Iriends of the Bonita Nature Flacc GOal

The goal of the Ponita Nature [lace is to Provide a qualitg nature center
to Promote conservation and environmental stewarclship through education.




The City of Ponita SPrings Purchased the 10-acre residential property n
2006. | ocated just minutes from downtown Ponita on Klent Roacljjust off I”.
Terrg Street, the property sits adjaccnt to cnvironmental!9~critical preserve

lands associated with CREW, South Florida Water Managcmcnt District
(5FWMD), and the ]mPeria] Rivcr. ]n 2009, the Proper’cy was renamed Thc
Ponita Nature Flace (BNF)

In Scptembcr 2009, the SFWMD recognizcd the environmental conservation
and education elements of the BNF and deeded the neighboring 20 acres to the
Citg of Ponita Springs, which broug]ﬁt the total land area of the BNF to 30

acres.

In October 2009, the [Triends of the Ponita Nature Flace registered as a Not-
for-Frofit Organization with the State of Florida and was recognized }33 the
Ponita Springs Citg (Council as the resident organization.

Bom’ta Nature Flace also has an ongoing Partncrship with [Florida Gulf (oast
Urwiversitg) where interpretive trail systems and disp]ays are being deve!oped S0
that visitors of all ages can experience the resident wildlife in its natural setting.
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Donita Naturejﬂai/

Gophér | ortoises

The BNF is home to over 24 active Gophcr T ortoises. The Gophcr
'] ortoise is current19 classified as a T hreatened Spccies, Primari19 caused
}39 urban dcvclopmcnt and habitat loss. Our preserve at BNF is

important to their survival as their burrows are located throughout the

BNF Proper‘cﬂ.
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The Pee House is home to our European Honcgbce (Observation [Jive.
T he bees are thriving under the sPccial care of our resident Beekeepen
Chris! Our hives are registerecl with the Dcpartment of Agriculture.
Many bee hives, a crucial component of a healthg ccosystem, are found on
the BNF grouncis. Below, GCU FProfessor (harles (Gunnels and one
of his classes are conducting alab cxperiment, using the bechouse as an
educational tool.




Ponita Nature FPlace
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. The Bat r‘louse

Our ]arge Bat t“lousc was donated }Jg Kent Roa& resi&cnt} Cu”um, f“]astg and the Pole

was donated }39 orida Power and Light (FFPLD. Communit9 Par’merships and
collaborative efforts are integral to our goals and successes at the DN




BUTTERFLY GARDENS

Our community volunteers planted two butterfly gardens! The main garden
features Florida Native Butterfly plants, while the second garden is made up
of Florida-friendly plants. The butterflies, bats, and bees are all facing
existence complications due to the widespread use of pesticides. At the BNP,
we are hoping to bring some recognition to these issues. Florida-friendly
landscaping and Xeriscape.




Events

Stargazing Night

Opening Day
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=291114&id=123333031026834
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=291114&id=123333031026834
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Ponita Nature Flace —

Meetings, I” xhibits, & | ectures




Ponita Nature ["lace

Communitg Fartnerships & | Donations

\/oluntecr

Friemcls of BNF Boarc{ of Directors

Bonita Nature FPlace
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